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On Monday & Tuesday, Janu-
ary 22 & 23, 2018, the FMS counse-
lors met with 7th grade students dur-
ing P.E. classes to talk about course 
registration. During the meetings, 
the counselors explained the course 
options available for 8th grade.  Stu-
dents also saw an example of the 
course registration form.  The infor-
mation given to students during 
these sessions is the same as what is 
in this newsletter for parents.   

Students will receive their reg-
istration forms on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 24, and will receive a recommen-
dation from their English teachers.  
Your child should bring the form 
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 Each year, we ask teachers to recommend courses for their students.  

On the registration form for 8th grade, your child’s 7th grade English  

teacher will have indicated her recommendation of standard grade-level or 

advanced classes. Our teachers know the requirements of the 8th grade 

courses, so we suggest that parents contact the teacher directly before se-

lecting a course different from the one recommended.  This will allow for 

discussion of why the teacher recommends one course over another. 

Counselors Meet with Students 
home once teachers have 
marked their recommenda-
tions.  

Students who have 
questions about the registra-
tion process may see any coun-
selor or leave a note in the 
marked box outside of the 
guidance office.  Parents may 
also call or email the guidance 
department with questions or 
concerns. 

Course Registration Forms will be given to students during English class 
on January 24. Forms should be brought home no later than Thursday, Jan-

uary 25. Completed & signed forms are due by 1/31/18. 
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Important Information for Parents 
Soon you will be receiving your child’s course 
registration form for the 2018-2019 school year.  
We’ve included some information here to help 
you with the registration process. 
 

Core Classes: 
 All 8th grade students in Bedford County take 

World History I and Earth Science for high 
school credit. 

 There are 2 levels of English & 3 levels of 
math available. 
 Teachers will note their recommendations 

for 8th grade on the registration form. 
 Students interested in Advanced Placement 

(college-level) English in high school are en-
couraged to take Advanced English 8. 

 Math levels (Algebra Concepts, Algebra I, or 
Pre-AP Geometry) will be determined using 
data gathered during the year.  More infor-
mation about criteria and placements will be 
sent home via math classes later this semester. 
If you have questions about your child’s math 
performance, please contact his/her math 
teacher.   

 Students interested in high school programs 
such as  Governor’s School, Early College, or 
the STEM Academy, should take Algebra I or 
Pre-AP Geometry and a foreign language in 
8th grade to ensure they have space in their 
high school schedules for these options.  

 

Physical Education: 
 8th graders take Physical Education every  

other day. 
 8th grade students will have a Connections 

class on days they do not have P.E. 
 
Band 
 Band is a daily class in 8th grade. 

 8th grade band placement will be deter-
mined during the 2nd semester of 7th 
grade. 

 Students will be assigned to Symphonic 
Band or Concert Band. 

 8th grade band students may participate 
in the JF Marching Band (practices start in 
the summer). 

 
 

Foreign Language 
 There are 2 foreign languages offered at FMS: 

French I & Spanish I. 
 Foreign language classes meet daily and 

count for high school credit. 
 Foreign Language is not required in 8th 

grade, but there are requirements for foreign 
language to earn an Advanced Diploma. (See 
the BCPS Program of Studies) 

 To qualify for foreign language in 8th grade, 
students should meet one of the following 
criteria:  
 They must be currently taking Advanced 
English 7 and plan to take Advanced English 
8     OR 
   They must have passed both the 6th & 7th 
grade Reading SOL tests with a score of 430 
or higher. 

 

Related Arts (RA) Courses 
 There are 2 class periods available for related 

arts in 8th grade. 
 The 2 periods may be filled with: 

 2 year-long RA courses 
 1 year-long & 2 semester-long RA courses 
 4 semester-long RA courses 

 Band & Foreign Language count as related 
arts courses for scheduling purposes. Taking 
one of these courses will fill one RA period. 

 FMS offers a variety of semester-long RA 
courses.  Two of these courses will fill one RA 
period.   

 Due to the limitations of scheduling, we can-
not guarantee placement in top-ranked       
semester-long RA courses. 

 RA courses offered are subject to change 
based on enrollment and staffing.   
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From the FMS English Department 
Dear Parents, 
Your child’s Language Arts teacher has made a thoughtful recommendation regarding English 
placement for next year. The following chart highlights differences between the two available     
English classes. If you have questions or wish to request a recommendation change, please contact 
your child’s current Language Arts teacher. 

 
English 8 

 Focus on core language arts skills 

 More teacher-guided practice 

 Pace of learning moderate with a  focus on reviewing skills and building 
up areas of reading weakness 

 
 
 
Advanced  
English 8 

 Student score on Reading 7 SOL: Pass or Pass Advanced 

 Typically maintained an A or B average in 7th Grade Advanced English 

 Should be reading on or above grade level (based on STAR) 

 High level of self-motivation needed 

 Driven to complete classwork, homework, and projects on time 

 Reading: mature themes and topics explored 

 Annotation used often, deep analysis of text 

 Independent reading projects (outside of class) assigned regularly 

Important Information for Parents 
 The Bedford County Secondary Program of 

Studies contains information about high 

school graduation requirements, SOL testing, 

special programs available in high school, and 

descriptions of all middle and high school 

courses offered in the county. You can access 

the Program of Studies online at: 

http://bedford.sharpschool.net/parents_stude

nts/program_of_studies 

 You can access the registration documents on 

the FMS Guidance Department website.              

 Go to the FMS website: 

http://bedfordfms.sharpschool.net/ 

 Hover your cursor over “Our School” on 

the menu bar, then click on “Guidance 

Department”  

 From the Guidance Dept. page, click on 

“Course Registration”. 

 If you have any questions about course regis-

tration in general, please contact any FMS 

counselor via telephone or email. 

 If you have questions about a teacher’s rec-

ommendation, please contact the teacher di-

rectly via telephone or email. Teacher email 

addresses are available on their websites via 

the FMS homepage. 

 Registration forms are due back to your child’s 

homebase teacher no later than Wednesday, 

January 31, 2018.  Forms need to be signed 

by the student and parent.   
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8th Grade Elective Descriptions 
FULL YEAR COURSES: 

Concert & Symphonic Band – 8th grade band uses the skills learned in 6th & 7th grade as a foundation to intro-

duce students to standard band literature.  Students at this level rehearse daily in a full-band setting with a focus 

on developing their technical and expressive skills.  Students are eligible to participate with the Jefferson Forest 

High School marching band.  Students must have participated in the 6th & 7th grade bands to be eligible to par-

ticipate in the 8th Grade Concert Band.  Students are also required to provide their own instrument. The 8th 

Grade Symphonic Band is the primary performing group at FMS, performing in several concerts and Con-

cert/Contest Festivals throughout the year as well as traveling to perform in the community.  Students are also 

expected to audition and participate in the Virginia Band and Orchestra Director’s All-District Band events as well 

as the Bedford County Middle School All-County Band.   

French I – This course provides beginning students with basic skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  

Vocabulary and basic grammar are stressed, and emphasis is placed on enabling students to communicate in dai-

ly life situations.  Students also incorporate geographical, historical, cultural, and map skills in their studies of the 

locations where French is spoken. High School Credit 

Spanish I – This course provides beginning students with basic skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  

Vocabulary and basic grammar are stressed, and emphasis is placed on enabling students to communicate in dai-

ly life situations.  Students also incorporate geographical, historical, cultural, and map skills in their studies of the 

locations where Spanish is spoken. High School Credit 

SEMESTER COURSES: 

Art – Students who participate in art in the 8th grade build on basic knowledge of the elements to extend under-

standing of the principles of design, which are: pattern, balance, movement, emphasis, rhythm, and composition.  

Students are offered the opportunity to experiment with a range of different mediums such as drawing, painting, 

collage, sculpture, graphic art, and mixed media. 

Career Explorations –  This course introduces students to the career clusters and pathways. Students will explore 

career pathways, workplaces, and tasks for each national career cluster. They will also identify the qualifications, 

education, and training needed for specific careers. 

Chorus –This course includes material designed to introduce and develop the following musical skills; proper vo-

cal technique, sight-singing (music reading) skills, knowledge of musical terms and symbols and performance.  

Various types of music are introduced which will help to broaden the students’ appreciation of various styles of 

music and cultures.  Performances are scheduled throughout the year to give the students opportunities to ex-

press themselves artistically as well as to put into practical use the areas of study focused upon within the class.  

Computer Solutions – This course serves as an introduction to office suite software and computer graphics.  Stu-

dents will learn concepts universal to word processing, databases, spreadsheets, presentations, and graphics.  Up-

on completion students will be able to design documents that integrate different forms of media. 

Drama – This course begins with an introduction to the theater. Theater history and technical production are 

stressed through improvisations, skits, set design theory, costuming, and makeup. Activities may include play pro-

duction, study of important dramatic works, costuming, makeup, and dialect study.  

Family & Consumer Science – This curriculum is designed to help students develop practical skills that will be use-

ful in everyday activities.  The program offers informative and interactive lessons in nutrition, cooking, sewing, fi-

nance, job interviews, fashion, and etiquette. 

Science Exploration – This elective course focuses on the topics related to Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Math (STEM). Students complete projects in a scientific area of focus, learning steps in the scientific process, career 

applications of scientific principles, and current topics of scientific concern. 

Teen Living (Health 8) – Instruction in health is designed to help students acquire knowledge and skills essential 

for healthful living as well as for personal fitness and good nutrition.  The focus is upon five major topics: disease 

prevention and control; mental health; nutrition; personal growth and personal health (including substance 

abuse); and safety and first aid.  


